Feb. 28 Is Ark. Deadline To Purchase
Multi-Peril Crop Insurance For 2013

PINE BLUFF, ARK.
eb. 28 is the deadline for Arkansas row crop
Fproducers to make crop insurance deci-
sions. They must decide if they want to pur-
chase Multi-Peril Crop Insurance, which crops
to insure and their levels of coverage, says Dr.
Henry English, director of the Small Farm Proj-
ect at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.
Insured growers must decide on any changes
to their existing policies. If farmers want to keep
their current level of coverage, they can do noth-
ing and it will roll over, says Dr. English. To
cancel crop insurance, farmers must notify their
crop insurance agent in writing by Feb. 28.
The Feb. 28 deadline applies to growers of

corn, cotton, soybeans, rice, grain sorghum and
peanuts. Even though fresh market tomatoes
are not a row crop, Arkansas tomato growers
can purchase crop insurance and must make
similar decisions, but they have until March 15
to do so, says Dr. English.

Farmers should take advantage of crop insur-
ance to minimize farming risks. With changing
weather patterns, farmers should not be con-
sidering canceling their insurance; in fact the
opposite is true, warns Dr. English.

For specific information on crop insurance,
check with a local agent. A list of agents is avail-
able on the Risk Management Agency’s website
at http:/ /www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents. A
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